
No matter the citation style you use, you choose whether to emphasize the

author or the information of a resource when citing. However, note that some

disciplines tend to emphasize one option over the other: 

AUTHOR VS. INFORMATION
PROMINENT CITATION

APA Style

1

Emphasize the author when their argument or research is particularly

novel, controversial, or significant.

Emphasize the information when it is factual, widely accepted as true, or

tangential to the main focus of your paper.

Author Prominent

Citation

Information

Prominent Citation

Arts SciencesSocial sciences

Find your citation style below for an example of each type of emphasis.

Author prominent:

Information prominent:

Bendall, R.C.A., et al. (2019). Psychophysiological indices of cognitive style: A triangulated study
incorporating neuroimaging, eye-tracking, psychometric and behavioral measures. Personality
and Individual Differences, 144(1), 68-78. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paid.2019.02.034



AUTHOR VS. INFORMATION
PROMINENT CITATION 2

MLA Style

IEEE Style

Chicago Style (endnotes/footnotes)

Author prominent:

Information prominent:

Author prominent:

Information prominent:

Murray, Sarah. "Lights and Darks: Data, Labeling, and Language in the History of Scholarship on
Early Greece." Hesperia 87, no. 1 (2018): 17-54. doi:10.2972/hesperia.87.1.0017

X. Zhang et al., "Data-driven tuning of feedforward controller structured with infinite impulse
response filter via iterative learning control," IET Control Theory & Applications, vol. 13, no. 8,
pp. 1062-1070, May 2019. [Online]. DOI: 10.1049/iet-cta.2018.5616.

Author prominent:

Information prominent:

Gilchrist, Kim. "Mucedorus: The Last Ludic Playbook, the First Stage Arcadia." 
Shakespeare, vol. 15, no. 1, 2017, pp. 1-20. DOI: 10.1080/17450918.2017.1393455


